Fossil Facts!
· We have identified and named approximately ______species so far.  It is estimated that there are probably _________million living species that actually exist.

· It has been estimated that ______________________that ever lived are already extinct and most have left no fossil evidence or their existence!

· The mummies of ancient Egypt are fossils that contain both soft and hard body parts preserved by extreme, ________________
· Bodies found submerged in swamps or bogs have been found in remarkably good condition due to the ___________________________________________________Fossilization is actually a rare phenomenon.  In order for a fossil to form, the body:

a)  
b)

c)

d)

Only rarely would you find the cast of a soft bodied creature.  Harder body parts are what is most commonly preserved.

Bones for example are composed of inorganic minerals and organic molecules, especially proteins and fats.  After death, 

· Plants and animals from humid tropical forests_____________

__________________________________________________.

· Organisms in mountainous regions rarely produce fossils due to________________________.

· Desert organisms fossilize well due to____________________.
· Aquatic organism, especially in deep water, preserve well.

· Light weight bones with large surface areas________________.
· Small, delicate bones are __________________and carried away by wind or water.

What do fossils tell us?

a)
b)

c)

d)

e)

f)

g)

